1936). The evolution of subacute and chronic type of the disease is also of a systemic nature in majority of cases. All the above findings indicate that lichen planus is a systemic disease. Fordyce (1910) , Montgomery and Alderson (1909) , and others hold the same view. The pathological changes in the corium, viz, hypertrophic papillae, dilatation of blood vessels in the papilla; and corium, and intense inflammatory type of exudate containing the lymphocytes, and even polymorphonuclear cells in acute lesions, formation of bullae in severe acute cases, besides connective tissue proliferation, possibly indicate an inflammatory setiology. There have been various agents blamed as the cause of this inflammation, viz, a spirochaete [Hazen (Sutton and Sutton, 1939) ], a bacillus [Jacob and Helmbold (Sutton and Sutton, 1939) ], and a virus [Darier, Lipsschutz (Klaar and Rosner, 1924) , Kogoj (1928) , Biberstein and Wachtel, (1946) 
